


Building a sustainable learning environment

Over the last few years, the school has taken a range of 
initiatives to create a greener, more sustainable learning 
environment. 

Energy: switching to a brighter future

Internal light replacement programme

By far the largest energy saving project has been the switch from traditional fluorescent 



Cutting food waste

Our poster campaign in the refectory highlighted issues around food waste and has had 
a positive impact on the amount of food thrown away. As a result of this, plus other waste 



Renewable energy schemes

Solar panels

We have been investigating the possibility of installing solar energy panels and have 
looked at many different schemes. However, a small affordable scheme can only deliver 
a fraction of the school’s electricity requirements. To generate enough energy from solar 
panels, we would need to invest several million pounds. The cost benefit analysis indicates 
that it is currently unviable, but the school remains committed to revisiting this option as 
technology develops.

Wind turbines

Out of all the renewable sources of power, wind turbines are regarded 
as the most cost effective. Schools that have installed wind turbines 
have reported saving around £3,000 a year on electricity bills. An output of 
50,000 kwh a year saves around 21 tonnes of carbon dioxide a year.

We are seriously considering this option. However, since the school is located 
on green belt land, this creates planning permission issues. If the government 
relaxes its onshore wind planning rules, the school will revisit the idea of a 
wind turbine.

Tree planting

We are planting 200 whips or tree seedlings in various locations around the 
school grounds. We’re very keen to plant more trees and are working with com-
munity forest group, White Rose Forest. Our intention is to plant trees on 15 hec-
tares of scrub land that the school owns on Manor House Lane. 

Key initiatives for the future:

We moved our nursery and pre-prep provision from a separate site at Rose Court in 
Headingley to Alwoodley Gates in September 2020 which means the whole school is now 
on one site. 

This shift to a single site has significantly reduced the school’s carbon footprint by cutting 


